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MORE_POACHING

I wonder if, when H.T.C. Farmer penncd his very fine article on Foaching
last week, he pur;osoly madc it lighthearted in order to wrovoke corment arong
those of us vho regard this finec 0ld art i:ith sncred csteem. If he did, then
he has succecded.

H.T.CP4 srticlc on pheasant ;

oaching brought back happy memorics of wmy
boyhood in Ireland where anything which was tasty and cdiblc ins "fair game"
and the avoidnnee of the gameckecper simply added spice to an cnjoyable pastine.

I found that I had first to spend nany ovenings "shadowing” the gamekeener
to find the frequency nnd tines of his moverents so that I right use this
knovledge in future. " here he went was also importoant because, who would know
better where the best game areas wore th”n the gamckescjper hlwsolf' Many times, on
a quiet summer cvening T have shraﬂ'od she gamckecper for riles making rental
notcs where he was setting his traps, mrking spots by breakinz a tivig (The
Indians weren't the only ones!) —~ and I would then follow this trial again
2t 5430 next rmorning and cmpty his traps for hinm, (being carcful to sct thenm
a;lﬁn exactly as I ound them) and r(moV1ng all traces of rabbit fur. This
system ensurcs that you can always kecp the household supplied vith meat wAthout
feing to the expense of buying trqws, cuns, on other exjensive imsedimenta. Not
that I was pemoesary —— I just didn't hﬁvo ANy Toney.

To get back to the article in question I was surprised that HICF made no
reference to onc of the more obvious (and to ry mind, the best) sheasant baits.
“heasants will go miles for A feed of raisins! He says that horsehair "mesmeri-
sed and irritated them". It docs fore -- it chokes them!

I know this systenm at first hand as it was one. of my methods, I would nip
into run's larder and shove 2 handful of raisins in my pocket and then into the
stable ané pull a2 handful of hairs fron the horses tail., Thus armed T headed for
the stubble field In Ircland at that time, the course was stacked in the cornecr
of the ficld for some time to mature before threshing time (not like today when

combine harvesters clear the lot off in a day) and you couwld nliays guarantee
that a few pheasants would be in the vieinity of these stacks (you didn't see
them, but poaches instinet told you they were around-and probably watching you) oo
A11 I had to do then was teo seleet a nice thorn from the hedge, petige n hole
through the raisin with it, thread the hoir throuch the bholc anc when halfvay
alonz the hair sguash fiery onto the hair vith finger and thurb. One only need
prepare a couple of dozen raisins in this ranner and distribube them around the
stacks. The pheasant’s instinct to finé raisins is uncanny. Needless to say all
this takes place at dusk. &11 T had to do mow vas hide nearby and avait develop.
ments. Soon the pheasant cores along —- and soon he is flaping and choning
helplessly on the ground., Tomorrow's dinner aynits you, sirl

“hen reisins were in short supily (vhich they often vere) I found that draving-
Pins did just as well. dJust stick ther into the raisinse & sheasant experiences
freat difficulty in suallowing a drawing=pin also! A ordimery rabbit snare can
also he used. These cost a penny ench, but I found that a chesper source ¢ ~ipply
w2s assured by shinning up a telegrah pole and helping wyself to o length of
telephone wire (There rust have been slenty in supnly, because the rost O0ffice
engineers alvays rerlaced it next doy). Careful searchlnr of the grounc, "looking
for simm" i1l soon expose pheasant "runs" just as easily as ratbit ”pa ”; and
as the pheasant moves with it's head and neck stretched forvard (lile an angry
gander) it is ideal for the snare. Use a smallor 1oop than for a rabbit, of eourses

A lot of HICF's methods involve noisc —— this is bad. The 1ife of the true
Doacher is one of solitude, trusting nobody. Secarching and vatching, waiting and
outwitting, Patience and stealth are essentials —- but above all STLENCE.

The system of “runnine the little bastards dovm" with your car I found to ry
sorrouv to be cxpensive. “hen one tends tn pay more attention te the gyrations of
the pheasant than to ones driving c.......




During ry training as a Ground Gunner during the war years, I always thought
it most odd that a "Townie English NCO" was alloved to exhost to me about the
essentials of stealth in 4he field, merpging into the hackground, nc sudden
movements, use of cover. Out of the ronths of babes and sucklings.ssee.s But
then I suppose rore of us is as clever as ve think we are.

In his final paragraph G.T.C.F. mentions fish. My goodness, now their is
3 scope for poachers stories. Study of the behaviour of fish will really show how

gullible they are to the wily poacher. Have you ever moved upstrean at night with
gaff and torch locking for the lovely sight of tive fat salmon, side by side,

" spawning? Lo you know, I knew a salrmon poacher who could slowly lower his gaff
dovm beside the salwmon (keep the light stendy) turn it carefully so that the spike
is under its belly ~- a quick upward pull ..., He would make so little disturbance
in the water that he could re-enter the saff and pget the other one!l

Have you ever sat heside a "Salrmon Leap" (a place in the river where there are
waterfalls, and thEe fish bave got to lean the falls to et up river *o spawn)
with a long-~handled net and whir them onto the bank when they are in mid air?
Have you ever snared a pike with a rabtit snare loop on the endé of a stick?

Have you ever tickled the belly of a biz fat rainbow trout?
Have you ever used carbide (or a 36 grenade)?

Have you ever lived?

Sincere thanks to HICF for retirding in me (and I hope, many others) the
0ld hunting instinct.
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SOLUTION T0 THE RILITY, ENTITLED
"uN _EXFRCISE FOR _THE 4S8 IRING IETECTIVE!
IN ELITION N0.297 (DFC 1Lth)

This is how “.atsnn deduced the ares of Holmes's three chiléren.

Muick Re-cap.
a. The three ages rultiplicd together give 36
b. The three apes added tngether give the nurber of the housc.
c. One of the older ones made a mark on the wall with a paint brush.

Solution. Tatsen first tabulatcd all the possibilities:-

Ape of 1st child 36 48 42 9 9 6 6 L
iAge of 2nd 6hild 1 2 3 L 2 6 3 3
wge of 3rd child 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 3
Sum of ages: -~ 38 21 16 44 13 13 41 10

Now although we do not know the nurbor of the housc “atson did. He should theref-re
have been able 4t this stage to deduce the answer. The only reason why he couldn't
was that there was an ambiguity. Two of the sums shorm above are the same, narely
13. One of the thesc two must therefsre be the right answer. Item c. »f the date
now completes the sclution; the "older ones" to which it refers are each six years

A 0ld and the third child is just cne. _
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‘ POSB FILM SHO.S: :
1e There will be a 0SB Film Show in the Marine Cinema of the Education and

Training Centre at 2000 hours on Thursdey 2nd January. The rrogramme is:

Coastal Command (Coumand Activitics service) colour.
Health in Hot Climates

Thy NaT0?
411 interested personnel are welcome.
2. e hope to resume the "Tar in the 4ir" serics at Dart 4 as soon as possible.
3. CALLING 4IT. GOLFERS. On 43th January avarox. it is haped to show thmee
long-awaited films on golf:
"Tunlop 65" - "Thinking About Colf"

"Banff's Golf Challenge"
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Latest Tocal News

Bagle Tro hy:

In a most exciting finish, SASF defeated SHYRMC by a single ;oint .
as the result of the Rounéd the Ialand Relay Race, ‘
Tour de Gan: ) .

Cn Boxing Day the Tour de Gan Cycle Race was won in s;lendid fashion
ty €1 Lee (SHT) who cycled twice round the island and overcame hordesof relay
cyclists. :
Lhoni Race:

Here again, the yrofessicnals showed the way home to the other comtetitors

with JCS winning easily from HiZ'9dU ; they shared s crate of beer on the Jjetty
aftervards. i I

Billot Fars Cometition:

Lach of the Tive judpes was. allored o rive up to 30 noints, covering

three sections - decor (10), Iayout and comfnrd (10) and bar stocks (10).

<t the end of the judsing < Rlock No.59 (GEF) was lavel on woints with
Block No.52 (SIGS) at 142 points. The Commanding Officer's castins vote
decided in favour of GEF whose theme was a Manhattan Roof Bar. Signals' theme
was an Hawain inn.

In third place was Rlock No.60 (ATC) who built a South Sea Island Bar.

The rrizes were -

First Prize - Three Cratesof Beer *

Second srize - Two Crates of Reer

Third -rize -~ Onc Crate of Beer
¢ The fact that the prizes did nnt reach the winnors until late on Friday

& night was not due to a £0SB 1SI or 0SB ¥adre but was caused by a breakdown
of communication throush over indulgence.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

"THE LONELY YEN OF CORAL COMILMNL

The snglia Film of Gan has hcen very well rcceived by those of us
who have seen it, althoush thore have Leen one or tyo critics.
to
Those Adirmen vho feel that they are goin{/breakdqwn or run arok and
wish to reserve a cell for the nicht of Few Year's Lve, should contact the
irovost Section in crder to mke a firm reservation.
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Sugrested New Year Resolutinns:

1 ot to swear at our .ostmsn when there is no mail on the aircraft,
for they will not have ery either -~ and strangely enougrh, they have no control
over the ostal services at Rrize Norton.

2o Fot to moan at the NAAFT Manager akout the prices of his wares, since
he has no contrsl over the United Kingdom Committecs

4 HAFSY NEY YELR TO LIT OUR RILLERS




Sun 29 Dec

Mon 30 Dec
&

Tue 31 Dec

wed 1 Jan

Thu 2 Jan-
&

Fri 3 Jan

Sat 4 Jan

NOTZ: SEACS MAY

oy

ASTRA

PROGRAME

At 1830
&

2045 hrs

Fatalie Vood,
in

"PENELOPG

Crozy Comedy

Clint Zastwood, Lee Van Cleaf
At 1930 hrs in Vestern
YROR A FE DOLLLRS IORDY T/Colour, C/Scope
At 1830 Yul Brynner, Britt Tkland
& in Spec Agent Adventure
2045 hrs "PHE DOUBLE HANM T/Colour
Christopier Plummer; Charles Gray
At 1930 hrs in Black HMagic u?ama

"At 1830

&

2045 hrs

2

R )

UIHD DLVIL RIDSG oum

Eric lMorecambe, Lrnie
in

"I GAGHIFICENT aon

?/Colour

Vise

Jechaicolour

rarce

LOOKTS L ADVABCE, S0 S0 RLSTRVID LUST BL CLATED
LEVORE THE SHOT COMDENCLS.,  PHOUE: 314







